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OVERVIEW AND RULES

Eating your neighbour’s cat food and scratching the
sofa... the good life. Until suddenly you find yourself
locked inside and kicked off the sofa. Time to get to-
gether with your fellow cativists and create some
change. But beware! Violence might cost you support,
or get all cats put to sleep by the vet.

The goal of this game is to look through the playful eyes

of cats together to uncover issues and to kick-start
creative problem solving. In turn, one player is the Leading
Cativist and introduces anissue. As a group of cativists
you all help to solve this issue by suggesting a tactic.
Every cativist explains their choice of tactic to the
Leading Cativist. The Leading Cativist determines the
winning tactic. Thereafter you discuss together how to
plan the campaign. The cativist who earns the most points
by choosing the best tactics wins the game and may

be called “Leading Cativist of the Day”. Shuffle the 17
pre-made Issue Cards and the 36 Tactic Cards, and place
these two decks face down. Cut out the Leading Cativist
token parts, then slide them together. To start the game
each cativist draws four Tactic Cards from the tactics
deck. Then follow the five steps below. Thereafter switch
roles and start a new round.
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4-7 players 12+ yrs 30-90 mins
D0 YOU NEED MORE BLANK ISSUE CARDS OR WANT
T0 BUY CATIVISM? VISIT CATIVISM.ORG TO DOWNLOAD

AND PRINT MORE FOR FREE. #CATIVISM

1. PICK AN ISSUE

The cativist who most recently used the litter box begins
as the Leading Cativist and gets the Leading Cativist
token. The Leading Cativist takes the top Issue Card from
the deck and reads that issue out loud.

2. BRAINSTORM

First, you may refresh your hand by discarding one Tactic
Card and taking the top card of the tactics deck instead.
Then everyone — except for the Leading Cativist — decides
how to solve the issue with one of their Tactic Cards, and
places that card face down on the table.

3. EVALUATE

One by one, each cativist reads their chosen card out loud
to the group. Explain how you would tackle the issue with
your chosen tactic. Be specific. Your fellow cativists need
to know for example what your protest song is called, or
how many cats will be striking. The Leading Cativist then
picks the best tactic. The player whose tactic is chosen
gets the Issue Card as a trophy.

4. PLAN THE CAMPAIGN

After the Leading Cativist has chosen the best tactic, the
group discusses together in which order all of the submit-
ted tactics would best be performed. Discuss the order
of the different tactics like you are planning the actual
campaign. When playing with more than five cativists,
include only the four most useful of the submitted Tactic
Cards in the campaign planning.

5. SWITCH ROLES

After the campaign has been planned together, the winner
of the Issue Card becomes the new Leading Cativist. The
submitted Tactic Cards go on a discard pile next to the
Tactics Deck. Everyone draws back up to four Tactic Cards.

RECOMMENDED

First play a few rounds with the ready-made Issue Cards.
When you have fired up your creativity, you are ready to
introduce what is on your mind. Each player thinks of an
issue, translates it to the world of cats, and writes it down
on ablank Issue Card. Then play some rounds with your
self-made Issue Cards. You will find out what creative
things cats would do if they were in your shoes!
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CREATIVE FLYERING

LEADING CATIVIST

iEAD‘NGF[\ATNlST DELIVER YOUR FLYERS USE THE POWER OF MUSIC

CREATIVELY AND COMPELLING VISUALS
THIS WAY, CATS AND PEOPLE ARE MORE LIKELY CREATE A SONG AND MUSIC VIDEO TO MAKE

T0 TAKE YOUR FLYER, READ IT, AND REMEMBER AN INJUSTICE INTO POPULAR KNOWLEDGE,
WHAT T IS ALL ABOUT. AND INSPIRE ALLIES TO TAKE ACTION.

LIGHT BRIGADE

SPELL OUT A COMPACT INSTEAD OF SPRAYING PAINT, STOP PAYING BACK YOUR
MESSAGE USING LIGHTS CLEAN AWAY FILTH TO DISPLAY LOANS TOGETHER
THE BEAUTIFUL AND CLEAR MESSAGE WILL YOUR MESSAGE REFUSE TO PAY BACK YOUR LOANS COLLECTIVELY.

GRAB ATTENTION AT A MONUMENT OR MESSAGES ARE NICELY VISIBLE TO PASSERS-BY. THIS FORCES BANKS TO NEGOTIATE
AT A PROTEST RALLY DURING NIGHTTIME. NO VANDALISM REQUIRED. ABOUT THEIR UNFAIR TERMS OR PRACTICES.
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TAKE MATTERS INTO SHOW UP WITH A
YOUR OWN HANDS “CATS’ SEARCH WARRANT”
EMPOWER CATS BY SKIPPING THE NON-VIOLENTLY LIBERATE IMPORTANT

MIDDLE-MAN AND LETTING THEM GET WHAT DOCUMENTS OR THINGS WHICH ARE KEPT HIDDEN
THEY NEED BY THEMSELVES. FROM THE PUBLIC.

FLASH MOB

USE SYMBOLS AND RITUALS A SPONTANEOQUS, CONTAGIOUS,
WHEN GATHERING AND OFTEN CELEBRATORY PROTEST
THIS DEEPENS THE EXPERIENCE FOR BOTH USE SOCIAL MEDIA AND WORD OF MOUTH

PARTICIPANTS AND OBSERVERS AT FOR EXAMPLE T0 GATHER MANY CATS
A PROTEST MEETING OR FUNERAL. ON A SPECIFIC PLACE AND TIME.

CREATIVELY 0CCUPY
AN IMPORTANT PLACE
HOLD AN IMPORTANT SPACE WITH

SPECIAL MEANING TO STRENGTHEN A SENSE
OF COMMUNITY OR TO PRESSURE A TARGET.

MONEY HACKING

PUT MESSAGES
ON LOCAL MONEY
STAMP, STICKER OR PAINT ON LOCAL MONEY,

TO CREATIVELY TURN THE BILLS INTO LEAFLETS
TO PROTEST AND TO ORGANIZE.
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PROJECT A CLEVER IMAGE
ON YOUR TARGET
WITH A BIG PROJECTOR

LITERALLY SHINE A SPOTLIGHT
ON YOUR OPPONENT.

WITH MANY CATS REPEATEDLY DELIVER A PETITION
CONTACT YOUR TARGET CREATIVELY
SPREAD YOUR MESSAGE AND CONVERT ONLINE PROTEST INTO

AT THE SAME TIME PUT PRESSURE ON OFFLINE ACTION, AND MAKE MASS PUBLIC
THEIR COMMUNICATION CHANNELS. OPPOSITION NICELY VISIBLE.

LIVING BANNER

DISRUPT AN EVENT
CREATIVELY

ARRANGE CATS INTO A HUGE WORK UNDERTAKE A LONG JOURNEY
OF ART VISIBLE FROM ABOVE TOWARDS AN IMPORTANT PLACE
WEAVE HUNDREDS OF CAT STORIES RALLY CATS FROM DIFFERENT PLACES TO

INTO ONE ICONIC MESSAGE A COMMON CAUSE, ON A JOURNEY TOWARDS
THAT CAPTURES THE ISSUE. A CENTER OF POWER OR A SYMBOLIC PLACE.

ENSURE YOUR MESSAGE OUTSHINES
YOUR TARGET'S. FOR EXAMPLE USING SONG,
GLITTER, OR CLEVER THEATRICS.




o< GUT ON DASHED LINES!

A DECENTRALIZED MASS PROTEST

LARGE NUMBERS OF CATS EXPRESS THEIR
SUPPORT BY TAKING MANY SMALL, SIMPLE,
COORDINATED ACTIONS.

SUCH AS WEARING THE SAME COLOUR.

MAKE A CHAIN OF CATS
OR USE SOME OTHER BARRIER
EFFECTIVELY SHUT DOWN SOMETHING BAD,

PROTECT SOMETHING GOOD,
OR MAKE A SYMBOLIC STATEMENT.

3333200000000 g )
RUN FOR PUBLIC OFFICE
AS A PRANK

YOU CAN SABOTAGE AN UGLY POLICY OR
BAD CANDIDATE, POPULARIZE A RADICAL IDEA,
OR CHALLENGE THE LIMITS OF THE SYSTEM.

T T 3
PHYSICALLY BLOCK AN UNFAIR
REMOVAL OF CATS OR THINGS

USE A BARRIER OR PARTY T0 BLOCK
AN UNJUST EVICTION OR EXPLOITATION OF
THE ENVIRONMENT.

PUBLIC FILIBUSTER

l'l'yf‘""! 1
| |

WITH A GROUP OF CATS
INTERRUPT AND SHUT DOWN
A HEARING OR VOTE

STAND AND SPEAK,
ONE AFTER THE OTHER.

GET MANY DIFFERENT WORKERS

IN AN AREA TO STOP WORKING

THIS DELIVERS A GIANT ECONOMIC
BLOW TO YOUR TARGET.

n
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/10 Sad
ORGANIZE A LARGE
PUBLIC PROTEST

THIS SHOWS THE SCALE OF
THE MOVEMENT BEHIND A CAUSE.

MEDIA-JACKING

HIJACK YOUR OPPONENT'S
MEDIA EVENT
CREATIVELY REFRAME THE ISSUE,

WHILE USING THE MEDIA'S ATTENTION TO
YOUR ADVANTAGE.

HANG A HUGE BANNER

THE BIG MESSAGE CAN MAKE HEADLINES,
FRAME AN EVENT, AND EVEN
PHYSICALLY BLOCK YOUR TARGET.

SHOW OTHERS HOW THE WORLD
COULD BE BETTER

MAKE YOUR ALTERNATIVE FEEL NOT JUST
POSSIBLE BUT IRRESISTIBLE.

HIJACK A WIDESPREAD COMPANY
OR GOVERNMENT MESSAGE OR MEME

GIVE IT YOUR MEANING
TO MAKE A POLITICAL POINT.

ik

IMPERSONATE YOUR TARGET
THROUGH A FAKE PRESS RELEASE
OR MEDIA EVENT

USE SATIRE AND EXAGGERATION TO EXPOSE AN UNFAIR-
NESS OR SHOW THAT ANOTHER REALITY IS POSSIBLE.
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ACT LIKE YOUR TARGET'S INFILTRATE A MEETING OR PUBLICLY STAGE A REALISTIC SCENE
SPOKESPERSON CONFERENCE OF A TARGET THAT POSES AN ETHICAL DILEMMA

ANNOUNCE THAT YOUR OPPONENT WILL FINALLY
DO THE RIGHT THING, TO EXPOSE THAT IN REALITY THIS ENGAGES BYSTANDERS, WHO REMAIN UNAWARE
THEY WOULD NOT. GATHER INFORMATION OR DISRUPT IT. THAT THEY ARE PART OF A PERFORMANCE.

SUBVERSIVE TRAVEL CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
€1

BREAK AND UNDERMINE BREAK DOMINANT PUBLICLY BREAK
UNFAIR TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS CULTURAL NORMS AN UNFAIR LAW
FACILITATE MORE FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT, CHALLENGE RESTRICTIVE NORMS AND TRY CHALLENGE EITHER THE LEGITIMACY OF

CHALLENGE BORDERS, BREAK A BLOCKADE, TO ELIMINATE THEM ALTOGETHER. THE SPECIFIC LAW OR AN INJUSTICE
DELIVER AID, OR ATTRACT MEDIA ATTENTION. FOR EXAMPLE, STOP EATING MEAT. COMMITTED BY THE STATE.
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___________________________________________________________________

HUNGER STRIKE

DELIBERATELY AND PUBLICLY
REFUSE TO EAT OR -
SOMETIMES — DRINK

AS A MORAL PROTEST AGAINST INJUSTICE
OR ABUSE OF POWER.

HUNTING BREAK

OUR OWNERS HAVE
CANCELLED THE ONLY
SHORT BREAK THAT
WE WERE ALLOWED
T0 HAVE DURING
MOUSE CATCHING.

WHAT CAN WE D0?

KITTENS IN
BANGLADESH HAVE TO
TESTTOYS IN
A CAT TOY FACTORY
EVERY DAY.

THE LOCAL SHOP
SELLS THESE TOYS.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

KITTEN LABOUR

VEGGIE CAT FOOD

LARGE PARTS OF
THE AMAZON RAINFOREST
ARE BURNT DOWN
BY FARMERS WHO MAKE
FOOD FOR LIVESTOCK.
OUR JAGUAR COUSIN
IS LOSING ITS AMAZON
TERRITORY, BUT OUR
OWNERS KEEP BUYING
MEAT BASED CAT FOOD.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

VEGGIE CATS

MY OWNERS HAVE
DECIDED NOT TO
LET ME OUT OF
THE HOUSE, BECAUSE
| REFUSE TO EAT

WHAT CAN WE D0?

MEAT-BASED CAT FOOD.

DRINKING WATER

MY DRINKING WATER
IS DIRTY BECAUSE
MY OWNERS
DO NOT REFRESH IT.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

___________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________

SAVE THE YARD

CAT CONTROL

MY OWNERS HAVE MY OWNERS’ CHILDREN
MY OWNERS WANT INSTALLED SECURITY HAVE DROPPED
T0 REMOVE CAMERAS IN AND AROUND MUD ON THE FLOOR.
THE BACK-YARD THE HOUSE, IN ORDER THEY LIE TO THEIR
T0 BUILD A SHED. T0 MONITOR MOVEMENTS PARENTS AND BLAME ME
OF US AND OUR VISITORS. FOR THE DIRTY FLOOR.
WHAT CAN WE DO? WHAT CAN WE D0? WHAT CAN WE D0?

MUDDY LIES

BLACK CATS

TRACK AND TRACE

BLACK CATS ARE CHASED OUR OWNERS WANT
OUT OF THE GARDEN US TO GET A CHIP IMPLANT "R‘L’L%“”N"“ﬁmmg
BY MY OWNERS, BUT $0 THAT THEY CAN N THETYOE OF PaBC
CATS WITH OTHER FUR ALWAYS TRACK WHERE o o
ARE ALLOWED IN. WE ARE. :
WHAT CAN WE D0? WHAT CAN WE DO? WHAT CAN WE DO?

FABRIC ELECTION

___________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________

KITTEN TRAFFICKING

MY KITTENS WILL BE
TAKEN AWAY BY
MY OWNERS AND SOLD
T0 STRANGERS.

WHAT CAN WE D0?

LOCKED UP

OUR KITTENS HAVE
BEEN LOCKED IN
THE SHED, BECAUSE
THEY PROTESTED
ABOUT THEIR TOYS
BEING TAKEN AWAY.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

FEMALE HUNTING

MALE CATS IN
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD
DO NOT ALLOW
FEMALE CATS TO
HUNT FOR MICE.
THE MALES SAY THAT
THE FEMALES SHOULD
JUST PLAY WITH
THEIR YARN INSTEAD.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

CAT ASYLUM

THE ARISTOCATS GOSSIP
THAT THE CAT FAMILY
FROM THE SHELTER WILL
STEAL OUR FOOD.
BUT ACTUALLY,

THE ARISTOCATS ARE
SECRETLY EATING FROM
ALL OF OUR BOWLS.

WHAT CAN WE D0?

CAT FLAPS

MY OWNER HAS
REMOVED ALL CAT EXITS
FROM THE HOUSE.
NOW I CAN ONLY GO IN
AND OUT IF MY
OWNER LETS ME.

WHAT CAN WE D0?

KITTEN IDEAS

KITTENS ARE BEING
LOCKED OUT OF
IMPORTANT NEIGHBOUR-
HOOD CAT MEETINGS.
S0, THEIR IDEAS ABOUT
NEW MOUSE CATCHING
TECHNIQUES ARE
NOT HEARD.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

___________________________________________________________________
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TRANSLATE YOUR OWN ISSUE TO THE WORLD OF CATS.

CLEARLY SPECIFY THE ISSUE AND THE CREATURE
OR INSTITUTION CONTRIBUTING TO THAT ISSUE.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

TRANSLATE YOUR OWN ISSUE TO THE WORLD OF CATS.
CLEARLY SPECIFY THE ISSUE AND THE CREATURE
OR INSTITUTION CONTRIBUTING TO THAT ISSUE.

WHAT CAN WE D0?

TRANSLATE YOUR OWN ISSUE TO THE WORLD OF CATS.
CLEARLY SPECIFY THE ISSUE AND THE CREATURE
OR INSTITUTION CONTRIBUTING TO THAT ISSUE.

WHAT CAN WE D0?

TRANSLATE YOUR OWN ISSUE TO THE WORLD OF CATS.

CLEARLY SPECIFY THE ISSUE AND THE CREATURE
OR INSTITUTION CONTRIBUTING TO THAT ISSUE.

WHAT CAN WE D0?

TRANSLATE YOUR OWN ISSUE TO THE WORLD OF CATS.
CLEARLY SPECIFY THE ISSUE AND THE CREATURE
OR INSTITUTION CONTRIBUTING TO THAT ISSUE.

WHAT CAN WE D0?

TRANSLATE YOUR OWN ISSUE TO THE WORLD OF CATS.
CLEARLY SPECIFY THE ISSUE AND THE CREATURE
OR INSTITUTION CONTRIBUTING TO THAT ISSUE.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

B e el e e T e T T e e e e e
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ORDER CATIVISM

Did you like playing this Print & Play version of
Cativism? You can order the actual game
colourfully printed in a sturdy box! Enjoy it
yourself or give it as a gift to your fellow
changemakers. Check out how to order the
game at cativism.org

SUPPORT US

Did Cativism inspire you to change the world?
We rely on donations like yours to spark more
change.
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cativism.org/#support

Thank you for playing!

SPECIAL THANKS

This game was made possible by the input
and feedback of almost one hundred brave
and committed experts, activists, designers
and active citizens from Turkey, Azerbaijan,
Serbia, India, Italy, Germany and The
Netherlands. They include people from
organisations such as the Friedenskreis,
Extinction Rebellion, CANVAS, Free Press
Unlimited, Bits of Freedom, Greenhost, and
Code Rood.

The creative tactics in this game are used
by real activists around the world and were
adapted from the nice collection of
Beautiful Trouble. Check them out at
beautifultrouble.org
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